CODE OF GOVERNING RULES

IOWA BRANCH

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

OF POSTMASTERS 

OF THE UNITED STATES

PREAMBLE

We, the members of the IOWA BRANCH of the National League of Postmasters of the United States, associate ourselves together, inviting all Postmasters, to join in a non-political effort to attain and obtain the objects of this organization.

Such IOWA BRANCH purpose shall be to assist one another in any manner acceptable to this organization and our US Postal Service: to maintain contact with one another in a friendly, social and fraternal relationship: to improve the efficiency of all Postal Workers, and especially all Postmasters: to cooperate with the US Postal Service: and to better the welfare of its individual members, and improve the conditions under which they work.

This Code of Governing Rules shall be known as the instrument, stated in broad terms, of government for the IOWA BRANCH of the National League of Postmasters of the United States.

Article I 

This organization shall be known as the IOWA BRANCH of the National League of Postmasters of the United States.

Article II

The period of duration shall be perpetual.

Article III

The purposes for which the corporation is organized as an independent, non-partisan professional membership association shall be to:

Section 1.

Provide a vehicle through which members may assist one another in matters connected with their career employment in the United States Postal Service;

Section 2.

Advance the proficiency of personnel in providing postal service promptly, reliably and efficiently to individuals and businesses in all areas of the Hawkeye District;

Section 3.

Consult with the management of the United States Postal Service on policies, which concern the welfare, happiness and morale of employees; 

Section 4.

Improve the conditions under which individual members work, having concern for salaries, hours of employment, adjustment of grievances and labor disputes;

Section 5.

Cooperate with other groups and levels of postal management in the achievement of common goals;

Section 6.

Encourage contact among members in social, operational and professional relationships; and

Section 7.

Engage in any other activity not inconsistent with local laws.

Article IV

Organization

The IOWA BRANCH of the National League of Postmasters of the United States shall have three classes of members. 

These classes of members shall be (1) Active, (2) Associate and (3) League Benefit Member.

Section 1.

An Active Member shall be a person in charge of a post office (Postmaster or Officer In Charge).

Section 2.

An Associate Member shall be an individual who pays dues and exercises an interest in the League. Associate Members include the following:

a. Retired Postmasters

b. Former Postmasters or Officers In Charge

c. Postmaster replacements

d. EAS employees or former EAS employees

Section 3.

A League Benefit Member shall be a person other than an Active or Associate Member to whom benefits of League membership shall be extended. League Benefit Members include the following:

a. U.S. Postal Service employees


b. Federal government employees

c. Retired annuitants.

Article V

Officers

SECTION 1.
The State Officers of the IOWA BRANCH shall be active members. Such officers shall be elected at each annual state convention for a term of one year. Such officers shall be a president, five vice-presidents, secretary, and treasurer, the last two offices may be combined. The President of the Iowa Branch of Retired League Postmasters shall also serve as a member of the Executive Board. Candidates for State office shall be placed in nomination from the floor at each annual state convention without regard to geography of residence. They shall be elected by secret ballot. If there is no competition for an office, the one candidate may be elected by acclamation.

SECTION 2.
Following the election of the Vice-Presidents, the Annual State Convention shall ballot to elect one of them to be Executive Vice President.

SECTION 3.
State Officers elected by the convention shall take office immediately upon the close of the annual state convention at which they were elected. The elected Retired League Postmaster President shall take office immediately upon the close of the annual convention.

SECTION 4.
In case of vacancy in the office of President, the Executive Vice President shall succeed to the position until the next annual convention, at which time an election shall be held to fill the position. The office of President must be filled within 30 days after the vacancy occurs. 

SECTION 5.
In case of vacancy in the office of Executive Vice President, the four remaining Vice Presidents shall caucus to select by ballot, one of them to succeed to the vacancy. In the case of a tie, the President shall cast the deciding vote.

SECTION 6.
In the case of a vacancy in the office of Vice President or the Secretary or the Treasurer, the President, with the approval of the Executive Board, shall name an active member to fill the position until the next annual state convention at which time an election shall be held to fill the position.

SECTION 7.
In case of a vacancy in the office of the Immediate Past President, the office shall remain unfilled until the next Past President is available.

SECTION 8.
In case of vacancy in the Retired League President position, the Retired League Postmasters, with the approval of the Executive Board, shall fill the position until the next required election.

SECTION 9.
Vacancies in the Executive Board, except for the vacancy of immediate Past President, shall be filled within ninety (90) days from effective date of vacancy.

SECTION 10.
The President shall be responsible for the efficient management of the IOWA BRANCH. The President shall generally preside at all annual state conventions and in all plenary sessions whenever a vote is taken. The President shall be chairman of the Executive Board. The President shall appoint the members of standing and special committees with the approval of the Executive Board. The President shall be an ex officio member of all committees. The President shall appoint a member of the Executive Board to serve as an advisor to each Standing Committee. The President shall see that the State Office is staffed with competent personnel for efficient and economical operation. The President shall report to the State Officers, setting forth the general financial condition of the IOWA BRANCH and communicate items of advisement for information.

SECTION 11.
The Executive Vice President shall work closely with the President and shall be considered such President’s Executive Assistant. The Executive Vice President shall preside at all meetings in the absence of the President. Transactions of the Executive Board shall be valid in their entirety when the Executive Vice President is acting in the duly constituted position of President pro-tem.

SECTION 12.
The Secretary shall be responsible for all membership records, filing of M 3 remittance forms, print-out sheets and all IOWA BRANCH records and maintain permanent records of all meetings. The State Secretary shall record all minutes and business proceedings of the IOWA BRANCH. The State Secretary shall be available at all times for information and forms required by the members, the National Office and postal Data Center, and perform all duties as directed by the President and the Executive Board.

SECTION 13.
The Vice Presidents and Immediate Past President shall perform such other duties as are assigned them by the convention or by the President.

SECTION 14.
The Treasurer shall be responsible for all funds of the IOWA BRANCH. Such officer shall control the receipt, deposit, and disbursement of such funds within budgeted authorization or pursuant to action by the annual convention. With recommendation of the Treasurer, the Executive Board shall establish procedures for the deposit and disbursement of funds by persons in the state office; but in all cases the Treasurer shall be the responsible officer. The Treasurer needs to file the Federal Income Tax Report by May 1st.

Article VI

Executive Board

SECTION 1.
The Executive Board shall have full power and authority over the IOWA BRANCH within policies established by the annual state convention and when the convention is not in session.

SECTION 2.
A quorum of the Executive Board shall be five members.

SECTION 3.
The Executive Board (all officers) shall convene in the convention city immediately before and upon adjournment of the convention. The President may call a special meeting of the Executive board and  such special meeting upon the written request of three members of the board.

SECTION 4.
The Executive Board shall adopt an annual budget. It shall arrange for and pay premiums on bonds sufficient to cover indemnity of state officers authorized to receive and disburse funds. It shall control all fringe benefits offered the members. It shall provide internal control and audit annually. The report of such annual audit shall be published in an official published in an official publication of the IOWA BRANCH in the next issue after close of the audit.

SECTION 5.
The President, with the approval of the Executive Board, shall appoint the editors of official publications of the IOWA BRANCH. The Executive Board shall certify which shall be official publication of the IOWA BRANCH.

SECTION 6.
The Executive BOARD shall have power, with an affirmative vote of five members, to remove any inactive, incompetent, or delinquent State Officer; provided such officer shall have been given due notice at least (30) days prior to such action and provided such officer is given the opportunity to be heard in person or by such officer’s designated representative.

SECTION 7.
Each member of the Executive Board shall, during the state convention, be given an opportunity to make a report.

SECTION 8.
The Executive Board may authorize the establishment of an auxiliary to the IOWA BRANCH. This auxiliary shall exist under its own charter and Code of Governing Rules, to further the purpose of the LEAGUE and the IOWA BRANCH. The state auxiliaries shall file a Code of Governing Rules and amendments thereto with the State Office for review and record.

Article VII

Amendments

Section 1.

The annual State Convention shall make and amend this Code of Governing Rules. Any amendments to the National Code of Governing Rules of the League (which pertain to Branches) shall automatically become a part of this code.

Section 2.

Any five or more members, over their signatures, may submit to the President of the IOWA BRANCH, a proposal in sufficient time to 

Permit consideration by the committee of the Code of Governing Rules and for publication on the official state website or in at least two

issues of official state publications prior to the annual state convention. Upon recommendation of such committee, the proposed 

amendment shall be transmitted to the Executive Board and place on the agenda of the convention for consideration. All proposed 

amendments shall be in conformity with the National Code of Governing Rules. The proposed amendment, as transmitted by the 

Executive Board, shall be read at two separate sessions of the convention. A two-thirds vote shall adopt. Unless otherwise specified, the

effective date of an amendment so adopted shall be immediately upon the adjournment of the convention.

Article VIII

Convention

SECTION 1.
The Governing Body of the IOWA BRANCH shall be its annual state convention. This convention shall be for the purpose of establishing LEAGUE policy, for receiving and reviewing reports, for the election of officers and for the consideration of other business.

SECTION 2.
The regular convention of the IOWA BRANCH of the National League of Postmasters of the United States shall be held annually, in such city on such dates, as the Executive Board shall designate. In so far as practicable, the convention site shall be announced one year in advance and published in the official state League publication and/or on the official website.

SECTION 3.
All Postmasters shall be entitled to the privileges of all LEAGUE meetings. The right to vote shall be reserved for registered Active Members and Retired League Postmasters in good standing in the IOWA BRANCH.

SECTION 4.
Any expenditures voted by an annual State Convention will be appropriated in the next annual budget provided funds are available.

SECTION 5.
Any member of the IOWA BRANCH who wishes to be a National or Regional nominee must be presented and approved at the proceeding state convention, or with 100% approval of the full IOWA board at a later date.

SECTION 6.
A special state convention may be called by the vote of six members of the executive board or upon the written request of 20 IOWA BRANCH members. Such special convention will be held no more than sixty (60) days after the date of the request. The notice of each IOWA BRANCH convention shall be printed in an official publication of the IOWA BRANCH. The President shall, by certified letter, notify each member of the executive board of the place, date, and time of such special convention. Only business stated in the call of the special convention shall be transacted.

Article IX

Executive Board

SECTION 1.
The Executive Board shall have full power and authority over the IOWA BRANCH within policies established by the annual state convention and when the convention is not in session.

SECTION 2.
A quorum of the Executive Board shall be five members.

SECTION 3.
The Executive Board (all officers) shall convene in the convention city immediately before and upon adjournment of the convention. The President may call a special meeting of the Executive board and  such special meeting upon the written request of three members of the board.

SECTION 4.
The Executive Board shall adopt an annual budget. It shall arrange for and pay premiums on bonds sufficient to cover indemnity of state officers authorized to receive and disburse funds. It shall control all fringe benefits offered the members. It shall provide internal control and audit annually. The report of such annual audit shall be published in an official published in an official publication of the IOWA BRANCH in the next issue after close of the audit.

SECTION 5.
The President, with the approval of the Executive Board, shall appoint the editors of official publications of the IOWA BRANCH. The Executive Board shall certify which shall be official publication of the IOWA BRANCH.

SECTION 6.
The Executive BOARD shall have power, with an affirmative vote of five members, to remove any inactive, incompetent, or delinquent State Officer; provided such officer shall have been given due notice at least (30) days prior to such action and provided such officer is given the opportunity to be heard in person or by such officer’s designated representative.

SECTION 7.
Each member of the Executive Board shall, during the state convention, be given an opportunity to make a report.

SECTION 8.
The Executive Board may authorize the establishment of an auxiliary to the IOWA BRANCH. This auxiliary shall exist under its own charter and Code of Governing Rules, to further the purpose of the LEAGUE and the IOWA BRANCH. The state auxiliaries shall file a Code of Governing Rules and amendments thereto with the State Office for review and record.

Article X

Finances and Dues

SECTION 1.
The Revenues of the IOWA BRANCH shall be delivered from:

a) membership dues

b) fringe benefit services; and

c) such other activities as may be in keeping with the policy and dignity of the IOWA BRANCH.

SECTION 2.
Dues shall be assessed by action of the annual National Convention upon recommendation of the Executive board. Membership dues shall run from July 1 to the succeeding June 30, but dues of all new members shall be prorated according to the month of entry. League Benefit dues shall run from January 1 to the succeeding December 31.

SECTION 3.
A schedule of dues shall be established for each of the three classes of members. Dues shall be established upon recommendation of the National Board.

SECTION 4.
Members may by execution of the proper form, authorize the United States Postal Service to withhold from their salary their dues for membership in the LEAGUE and pay such sums withheld to the National Office of the LEAGUE.

SECTION 5.
The IOWA BRANCH shall remit to the National Office, [one half (1/2) the sum of cash membership] dues collected.

SECTION 6.
The National Office will remit quarterly the Branch’s proportionate share to the Branch Treasurer.

SECTION 7.
All net dues shall be divided 60% to the National office and 40% to the Branch.

SECTION 8.
The fiscal year is April 1st to March 31st.

ARTICLE XI

 COMMITTEES

SECTION 1.
There shall be seven (7) standing committees. The President shall appoint the members of each committee with the approval of the Executive Board. Each committee shall have three members, appointed on a three, two, and one year term.

SECTION 2.
There shall be a committee on membership. This committee shall act continuously to bring into the LEAGUE eligible persons as members.

SECTION 3.
There shall be a committee on the Code of Governing Rules. This committee shall continuously review such Code of Governing Rules and recommend changes to the Executive Board.

SECTION 4.
There shall be a committee on Effective Service. This committee shall continuously review the performance of the United States Postal Service for the purpose of making constructive suggestions for the betterment of the service to the public. It shall encourage suggestions from Postmasters, that the LEAGUE may contribute helpful ideas from the experience of its membership. It shall report to the Executive Board through the advisor. The Executive Board shall have sole authority to communicate findings and recommendations as it deems to be in the best interest of the LEAGUE.

SECTION 5.
There shall be a committee on Resolutions. This committee shall receive formal expressions of opinion and recommendations for action from members. It may combine, amend, substitute, edit, and redraft resolutions so received for the purpose of presenting them to the convention in good form for efficient delegate action. It shall recommend such action as it judges to be in the best interest of the LEAGUE and IOWA BRANCH, but it shall communicate its actions and reasons for such actions to the members on all resolutions received.

SECTION 6.
There shall be a committee on Conventions. This committee shall explore sites, dates, costs, and facilities and submit its findings as information to the Executive Board.

SECTION 7.
There shall be a Legislative committee.

SECTION 8.
There shall be a Postmaster of the Year committee.

ARTICLE XII

 Parlimentary Authority

SECTION 1.
The rules contained in the current issue of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the IOWA BRANCH in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with this Code of Governing Rules and any special rules of order the IOWA BRANCH may establish.

SECTION 2.
There will be a parliamentarian appointed and present during the election at each IOWA BRANCH convention. The parliamentarian will not preside at the election, but will assure that the parlimentary procedure is followed at all times during the election.

